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Sorcery, a Crocodile Attack, Death, and the Peacemaker
The fact that James would go bathing in the Ramu
River, knowing that the crocodile was there, was proof
that someone had performed sorcery on him.  This
had clouded his mind and made him behave
irrationally.  All fingers were pointing at the people
of Tambapmining, the village where we were living at
the time, as the culprits.

As we work to develop a ministry among the Lower
Ramu people groups, it is important for us to come to
understand them as fully as possible.  We need to
know how they view the world, what their values are,
and what motivates them.   Understanding how their
culture works helps us to live within their system
and to develop our outreach to them.

Usually this understanding develops incrementally
through living with the people, visiting with them in
their homes and villages, and observing how they
respond to the events of their lives.  But other times
events open doors through which we gain access to
larger areas of culture or worldview that we had only
glimpsed before.   The death of James was one of
those events.

James lived in the village of Daiden, about 5 miles up
river from Tambapmining.  He was well liked and had
recently won election to the position of counselor
(like an alderman) over several Bosmun villages.
James had always been an enthusiastic supporter of
our ministry and we looked forward to working with
him in the development of the translation and literacy
programs.  It was a shock to hear that he had been
killed in such a horrific way.

The morning of the attack, James had mentioned his
own impending death to his younger brother.  Given
that James was only about 30 years old and in the
peak of health, this seemed to his brother to be a
strange thing to bring up.  But at the time he did not
give it a lot of thought.

That afternoon, James was fishing along the bank of
the Ramu down river from the village.  A neighbor
noticed a huge crocodile drifting down river and
pointed it out to James and the others nearby.  James
responded by taking his fishing gear up to his house,
getting his towel, and coming back down to the river
for a bath.

He had only been in the water for a short time when
the other villagers heard him cry out, “Mother, a
crocodile has me!”  He was never seen alive again.
After two days of searching, his partially consumed
body was found on a sandbar down river from where
he had been taken.

But even before the body was recovered, the
recriminations began.  In our Western culture we tend
to view the physical world and the spiritual world as
separate and unconnected.  To us the physical world
is the primary reality and the spiritual world is only
of marginal importance to our lives.  We have learned
over the years that this is not the world view of the
typical Papua New Guinean.  To a Papua New Guinean,
the spiritual world is of primary importance and is
the root of many, if not all, of the incidents that occur
in the physical world.  We have often noticed that in
the worldview of the Papua New Guineans, there are
no accidents.  With every death or injury an inquiry
is launched as to the spiritual cause.   The question
is not so much what events led up to the accident or
death but rather who has caused the sorcery that
brought it about.

Because the people of Tambapmining had been
involved in a long standing land dispute with the
people of Daiden, it seemed obvious to James’ family
and friends that the villagers at Tambapmining were
the primary suspects.  News of these accusations
put the people at Tambapmining in a dither.  If it was
determined that they were at fault, the people of
Daiden would most likely respond with sorcery of
their own and the cycle of violence would continue.
It was important that the people of Daiden be
convinced of the Tambapmining villager’s innocence.
Enter the peacemaker.

We had never heard of the concept of peacemaker
before but soon learned that this individual was an
important part in the Lower Ramu culture.  This is a
hereditary position passed on from father to son.
Whenever there is a conflict between villages or
language groups, the peacemaker will be sent to the
opposing village to try to mediate and solve the
underlying problem.  No mater how intense the

feelings of anger may be among those involved in
the dispute, the peacemaker will not be touched.   He
can walk unopposed into an enemy village, sit in the
men’s meeting  house, and plead the case of his
village in complete assurance that he will treated
kindly.  It is a high crime to injure or kill a peacemaker.

The day after the death of James, Paul,
Tambapmining’s peacemaker, went up river to Daiden
to try to convince them that the people of
Tambapmining had not been involved.  Arriving in
Daiden, he went straight to the men’s meeting house,
where he held lengthy discussions with the leaders
of Daiden.  Tempers flared and the discussion was
heated but in the end Paul convinced them of the
innocence of the people of Tambapmining.

This was the first we had heard of the peacemaker,
and it is entirely possible that we could have lived
among the people of the Lower Ramu for years
without an event coming along that would open the
door to this part their culture.   This is the only silver
lining in a tragic event.  We grieve for the loss of our
friend James and the people of Bosmun have lost a
good friend and leader.  Please pray for James’ family
and friends.  And please pray that the Lord would
raise up a new leader among the Bosmun people.
Pray also that God would give this man a vision for
the establishment and strengthening of His Kingdom
among the Bosmun people.

Two months before his death, James presided over the
closing ceremoney at the Bosmun Writers’ Workshop.
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In our previous correspondence, we told about our
need for a live-aboard boat and our efforts to raise
$30,000 during this furlough to purchase and outfit
that boat.  The Lord has blessed our efforts beyond
our dreams and just a few months into this furlough
he has already provided over 1/3 of the needed funds.
That has been really encouraging and we are
confident that He will provide the remainder in the
months that we have left in the US.  During our travels
over the past months, several people have asked
about what kind of boat we are hoping to purchase.
So we thought we would take this opportunity to tell
about the boat for which we are raising the funds.

The decision to base our operations on a boat came
about during the last couple of years in PNG.  It
became obvious to us very quickly that our original

idea of basing in one village and holding regional
translation and literacy workshops in that village was
not going to work.  The reasons are almost too many
to list but high on the list was the realization that it
would be almost impossible for us to develop a quality
spiritual ministry among language groups we were
visiting only occasionally  for a day.  We need a
means to be able to move around and live among the
people groups we are targeting.

Of course one option is to build and outfit a house in
each language group.  The cost of that, however,
would be prohibitive and would introduce lots of
issues like ground disputes, compensation claims,
and security arrangements that we don’t want to deal
with.  We thought for a while about building a
pontoon houseboat but rejected that idea because
of the heavy seas in which we occasionally find
ourselves.  A pontoon houseboat would not last long
in 10 ft seas.

What we need is something that:
1) Provides multiple means of propulsion.  Our

experiences with our current boat
demonstrated that we needed backups for
when the motor quit.

2) Has living accommodations including storage,
a place to sleep, and cooking facilities.

3) Is able to handle the occasional heavy seas
we encounter along the coast.

4) Can make the trip safely back and forth to
Madang.

5) Can be purchased used and equipped for
$30,000 or less.

After looking at every conceivable option we finally
decided that the boat that best meets those needs is
a small sailboat.  A 30-33 ft. sailboat will have an
internal diesel engine, sails, and a small outboard
engine for emergencies so there is little chance of
being stuck on the ocean with no way to get back.  A
boat of that size has the needed accommodations.
The 175-200 square feet of living space will not be
luxurious but it will be sufficient to give us a place to
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Our New Base of Operations
cook, store our gear, and sleep.  We will spend most
of our time during the day in the villages anyway so
size is not a major issue.  Sailboats are designed to
navigate safely through the heavy seas we
occasionaly encounter along the coast and a well
designed sailboat will, if capsized, right itself rather
than sink.  A final consideration is that there are many
used boats of the size that we are looking for in our
price range.

Each of the Lower Ramu language groups is
accessible by water.  Kayan, Marangis, and Awar are
on the ocean while the Mbore and Bosmun groups
are located along the Ramu River.  Even at it’s lowest,
the Ramu river is 15-30 feet deep all the way up to the
Bosmun area.  So this boat will provide us with the
means of transport needed to get back and forth to
our base in Madang and the means to be able to live
and develop our ministry among the people groups
to whom the Lord has brought us to minister.

We want to thank those who have already contributed
to this new boat.  If anyone would like to make a
contribution to the boat fund, please make your check
payable to Pioneer Bible Translators and send it to
PO Box 203, Moline IL 61266.  Just enclose a note
indicating that it is for the boat fund.

A 30 ft. boat will have 175-200 square feet of living space.
This will give us a place to eat, sleep and store our gear.

The galley (kitchen) of a 30 ft boat.  It is adequate
provided one can get by with limited counter space.

1) Pray that the Lord will be raising up qualified
literacy and translation personel from among the
Lower Ramu Groups.

2) Pray that He will give the Lower Ramu people a
hunger for Him and for His Word.

3) Ask the Lord to continue to provide the needed
funds for the new boat.

4) Pray for safety in all our travels.
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